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The level of detail and data provided in the 2014 Update DRAFT of the RTP is indicative of a 
thorough process and indeed a great deal of work by both the RTC and your staff.  However, 
there is an important area of discussion that is currently lacking, perhaps due to the fact that 
the RTC is hesitant to embark on issues under consideration by the EFSEC process, and related 
to the various oil and coal terminal plans.   
 
After my own citizen research including questions to WASDOT, Army Corp of Engineers and 
PUD it becomes obvious that overlapping and sometimes conflicting areas of responsibility 
render this type of discussion difficult.  However, whether it is included in the RTP itself, or put 
on the RTC agenda for discussion, I think that the significant increase in hazardous freight traffic 
across all of our rail lines will indeed have impact on our general regional transportation 
planning for the following reasons: 
 

• Highway traffic and safety due to both the number of highway crossings, and proximity 
of the rails to our roads, and need for safe speeds of these trains. 

• Significant increase in cost of disaster planning and recovery and the need for public 
emergency and evacuation routes via all forms of public transport that are required to 
mitigate the known risks of oil/coal transport. 

• Comparative analysis of economic development related to jobs and tax revenue from 
transport and handling of hazardous materials versus the fact that other development 
projects which will languish (e.g., Vancouver Waterfront) and which would bring 
significantly more jobs and tax revenue at less risk than hazardous transport. 

• Need to update studies, as with the Freight Movement Study and the BNSF feasibility 
study, which were done before the specter of this new business model was presented.  
The Freight Movement study was completed in 2010 and the BNSF study in 1999. 

In summary, there are few Commissions in Clark County which have as members so many of the 
organizations which are needed to work together to resolve this very thorny problem the 
citizens are facing with a definite level of fear. 
 
I strongly encourage you to struggle mightily with this complex issue. 
 

Karen Hengerer 
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