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
MEMORANDUM 

TO: Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council Board of Directors 

FROM: Matt Ransom, Executive Director  

DATE: February 2, 2016 

SUBJECT: State Legislative Session Update 

AT A GLANCE – INFORMATION 
The purpose of this memorandum is to keep the RTC Board apprised of proposed state 
legislation. 

BACKGROUND 
The Washington State Legislature convened for its 2016 session on January 11 and is scheduled 
to complete its limited session on March 10.  At the outset of the legislative session, RTC staff 
began tracking bills that would revise laws that govern transportation funding, planning, and 
RTC operations.  In addition to monitoring proposed legislation, staff are also assisting 
Legislators and RTC Member agency staff (and their lobbyists) by providing current information 
in regards to RTC plans and recommended projects through the Board endorsed Regional 
Transportation Plan (2014) and current Clark County Transportation Alliance statement. 

CURRENT STATUS 
As of this report, RTC staff have been monitoring these bills as summarized below: 

Bill # Summary Perceived Impact Status 

HB 2414 Would establish a Legislative work 
group with the express intent of 
establishing a bi-state process to 
facilitate planning for replacement of 
the I-5 bridges over the Columbia 
River.  The bill is presumed to require 
complimentary legislation in the state 
of Oregon to create the same such 
work group. 

TBD.  Incidental participation may 
be required as part of stakeholder 
engagement process.   

Hearing of 
House 
Transportation 
Committee:  
1-21-16; 
Executive 
Session 2-3-16 

SB 6506 Would establish a Legislative task force 
for rail transportation. This task force 
would study and make 
recommendations regarding needed 
investments in strategic railroad 
corridors in WA state. 

None.  Incidental participation 
may be required as part of 
stakeholder engagement process. 

Hearing of 
Senate 
Transportation 
Committee: 1-
27-16  
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FAST Act IMPLEMENTATION 

In concert with statewide implementation of the federal FAST Act, the review and establishing 
of a formula for distribution of FHWA funds may be soon underway.  The funds in question are 
in specific programs including the: STP, CMAQ, TAP, Bridge and select Safety programs.   
Under federal law, states may adjust the minimum distribution formula as established in statute. 
In WA State, this historically has been debated in a committee convened by the Governor.  In 
anticipation of this review, the Association of Washington Cities, Washington State Association 
of Counties and the Puget Sound Regional Council (Puget Sound MPO) has published a policy 
position paper (attached).  This information is provided to RTC members for information and 
awareness.   RTC staff will track the development of this discussion and advise the RTC Board 
at an upcoming meeting regarding status and engagement recommendations. 

NEXT STEPS 
RTC staff will continue to monitor proposed bills which are currently or may be introduced 
during this legislative session.  In addition to monitoring, RTC staff will provide information and 
input to the Board, Legislators, and RTC Member agency staff as requested. 



The FAST Act in Washington: 
Let’s fix the state’s transportation mismatch
The Fixing America’s Surface Transportation Act enacted late last year secures federal highway and 
transit programs for the next five years.  State leaders now have the opportunity to decide how to divide 
a large share of these federal transportation funds.

The state can expect to receive almost $3.6 billion in Federal Highway Administration funds via the 
FAST-Act, starting with $687 million in 2016 and growing each year to $750 million by 2020 – more 
funding than the state had previously anticipated.  

Decisions on how best to use 
these funds are likely to start 
within the supplemental trans-
portation budget developed by 
the Governor and state legisla-
ture in 2016. 

In the past, 66% of these funds 
have been invested in state 

highways, 34% have been used for local transportation: Including bridges, city streets, county roads, 
ferries, transit systems, bike and pedestrian improvements and trails.

This lopsided split between state highways and local transportation is an old policy designed when 
cities and counties could count on about 50% of the state fuel tax to cover the basics.  Now cities and 
counties can only count on less than 30% of the state fuel tax.

Today 69% of all public road miles in the state are city streets and county roads.  Cities and counties 
maintain nearly 55% of the state’s 7,300 plus bridges.  58% of the bridges in the state rated “structural-
ly deficient” are local bridges.

A new state policy is needed to match the realities of the state’s transportation system with the federal 
funds designed to keep the whole system running. Decisions on how to divide funds within five major 
programs administered by the state can correct the current mismatch.  

	1.	 National Highway Performance Program - $388 million in 2016
		  The largest FHWA program is focused on preserving state and local pavements and bridges on the 

National Highway System.  In Washington state 23% of eligible roads (3,340 miles) are local, yet 
under the state’s old policy, local roads get just 6% of these funds.

	2.	 Surface Transportation Block Grant Program - $177 million in 2016 
		  This is the most flexible program, and includes broad eligibility for roadway, transit, freight and 

non-motorized investment.  Providing more STP funding for local projects would help match the di-
versity of local needs and ensure transparent - merit based competition - to select the best projects.

	3.	 Highway Safety Improvement Program - $38 million in 2016
		  The HSIP requires a data-driven strategic approach to improving highway safety on all public roads 

and is focused on performance.  

	4.	 Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality - $37 million in 2016
		  CMAQ funds can only be used for projects that produce an air quality benefit and provide con-

gestion relief.  In Washington State, they have been distributed through competitive processes via 
eligible entities like the PSRC.

	5.	 National Freight Program - $20 million in 2016
		  This new federal program is tailor made for Washington and is designed to improve the movement of 

freight on the national Highway Freight Network, which includes state and local roads and bridges, 
including grade crossings to speed access to ports.

Next Steps
Decisions made by the Governor and state lead-
ers will set the policy for the next five years. They 
need to hear from people across the state to 
better understand the opportunity to correct the 
current mismatch. The door is open for a better 
local share.
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