Action

Agenda Item VI
Resolution 02-24-03
02/06/2024 Board Meeting

TO: Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council Board of Directors
From: Matt Ransom, Executive Director
Subject: Regional Transportation Plan for Clark County

Requested Action:
Approval of Resolution 02-24-03 adopting the Regional Transportation Plan for Clark County.

Key Points:

e The Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) is part of the required federal and state
transportation planning process and is the collective regional strategy for developing a
transportation system to provide mobility and accessibility for person trips, as well as freight
and goods movement.

e The vision and goals set the tone for the RTP, indicating priorities and establishing a
measuring stick against which RTC can gauge the success of regional programs and
projects. To measure that success, each goal area is associated with a set of action
strategies that will implement or further the goals in the RTP.

e The RTP recommends improvements across the transportation spectrum and demonstrates
the region’s ongoing commitment to develop a more accessible, efficient, and equitable
regional transportation system that maintains the high quality of life residents in the Clark
County region have today. Looking 20-plus years into the future, the RTP’s analyses,
recommendations, and fiscally constrained funding plan guide local, state, and federal
funding needs.

¢ To implement the goals and objectives of the RTP, we are proposing projects on the 6-year
project list, projects on the 20-year project list, and 31 action strategies.

e The RTP includes 6 chapters and 15 appendixes. A link to the RTP and its appendixes can
be found here.

Board/Committee Discussions:

The Regional Transportation Advisory Committee unanimously recommended the RTC Board of Directors
approval of the Regional Transportation Plan for Clark County on January 19, 2024.

Public Involvement:

The RTP update has been a regular agenda item at many of the RTC Board of Directors meetings during
the latter part of 2022, throughout 2023, and during early 2024. The Board and RTAC have provided input
at each stage of the plan development.

A formal comment period was open from November 22, 2023, to January 11, 2024. Suggested edits
resulting from the comments have been incorporated in the final RTP.

A SEPA checklist and Determination of Non-Significance (DNS) was issued for the Regional Transportation
Plan for Clark County in late November 2023. The SEPA documentation was circulated and made
available on Washington Department of Ecology’s SEPA Register and directly mailed to local, regional,
and statewide stakeholders allowing consultation resource agencies, tribes and interested parties to
access the draft RTP.
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Formal consultation meetings with federal, state and regional planning partners were convened.
On December 12, 2023, RTC and Metro staff met to discuss the Clark County RTP and other
bistate topics. On January 9, 2024, RTC staff met with FHWA, FTA, WSDOT, and C-TRAN to
discuss the RTP and its elements.

20240206RTCB-Res03-ClarkRTPMemo.docx



Action

Agenda Item VI
Resolution 02-24-03
02/06/2024 Board Meeting

RESOLUTION 02-24-03
of the BOARD OF DIRECTORS of the
SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON REGIONAL TRANSPORTATOIN COUNCIL

ADOPTING THE REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN FOR CLARK COUNTY

WHEREAS, the Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council (RTC) Board of
Directors serves as the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) for Clark County and as the
Regional Transportation Planning Organization (RTPO) for Clark, Skamania and Klickitat
Counties; and

WHEREAS, the 2024 Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) for Clark County was developed in
accordance with federal metropolitan transportation planning process requirements, as prescribed
in Title 23, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 450 923 (CFR 450) and other relevant regulations,
including requirements for inter-agency consultation; and

WHEREAS, the revised Codes of Washington (RCW) 47.80.030 requires an RTPO to prepare a
regional transportation plan in cooperation with the department of transportation, providers of
public transportation and high capacity transportation, and local governments within the region;
and

WHEREAS, the RTP has been developed under the direction of the RTC Board of Directors in
collaboration with local agencies staff, Washington Department of Transportation, and C-TRAN,
and with input from various groups and members of the general public; and

WHEREAS, the RTP identifies planned improvements to the transportation facilities in Clark
County through the year 2045 and includes a financial plan which demonstrates how the plan
will be implemented; and

WHEREAS, the public was invited to review the draft document and was provided 45 days to
comments on the RTP; and

WHEREAS, The Regional Transportation Advisory Committee has recommended that the RTC
Board of Directors adopt the Regional Transportation Plan for Clark County.

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the RTC Board of Directors of the Southwest
Washington Regional Transportation Council does hereby adopt the Regional Transportation
Plan for Clark County:

ADOPTED: February 6, 2024

SOUTHWEST WASHINGTON

REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL ATTEST:

Jack Burkman Matt Ransom
Chair of the Board Executive Director
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