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TO:  Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Council Board of Directors 
From: Matt Ransom, Executive Director 
Subject: 2026 Coordinated Public Transit - Human Services Transportation Plan for 

Clark, Klickitat and Skamania Counties- Update 

Requested Action: 
No action. The purpose of this agenda item is to provide an overview of the 2026 Human Services 
Transportation Plan. 

Key Points: 
• RTC, as the designated Metropolitan Planning Organization, is responsible for carrying 

out metropolitan transportation planning programs as outlined in 23 CFR 450.308, 23 
CFR 420.111, 49 USC § 5303, 49 USC § 5305, and FTA Circular 8100.1C and as the 
Regional Transportation Planning Organization (RTPO) for Clark, Klickitat, and Skamania 
counties is responsible for carrying out RTPO planning programs as outlined in revised 
Codes of Washington (RCW) 47.80.030. 

• Federal and state transportation regulations require the development of a regional 
Coordinated Public Transit-Human Services Transportation Plan (CPT-HSTP, or simply 
HSTP) every four years for Clark, Klickitat, and Skamania counties. 

• The HSTP addresses the transportation needs of those with mobility challenges and 
special transportation needs, including the elderly, the young, people with disabilities, low-
income populations, and rural residents unable to provide their own transportation. 

• Development of an HSTP is a condition for receiving funding through the Washington 
State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) statewide competitive Consolidated Public 
Transportation Grant program. Applicants for WSDOT’s grant program are required to 
participate in the HSTP planning process with their local Regional Transportation 
Planning Organization (RTPO).  

• The plan development process has included data collection and analysis, community 
engagement, and project prioritization. RTC staff continue to meet with service providers 
and agencies, including the Clark County Commission on Aging and the C-TRAN Citizen 
Advisory Committee.  

• The 2026 HSTP provides a framework for coordinating transportation services and 
identifying priorities for future funding. Transportation providers, nonprofits, resource 
agencies, and other community partners work with RTC to develop the plan and identify 
projects that address documented transportation needs.  

• The draft HSTP has been submitted to WSDOT and is now available online for public 
review and comment through the end of September. The Draft HSTP included in the 
October Board meeting packet includes all addressed comments to date. 

https://rtc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/2026-HSTP_Final_Draft.pdf?v=1788217516
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Board/Committee Discussion: 
Previous discussions with the RTC Regional Transportation Advisory Committee 
(RTAC) on February 20, May 15, and August 21, 2026, and the Transportation Policy 
Committees (TPCs) on February 4, April 1, June 3, and August 5, 2026, provided 
opportunities to share information and gather feedback throughout plan development. 
RTC staff also presented the project timeline and key deliverables to the RTC Board of 
Directors on March 3, 2026.  

Next Steps: 
The October 2026 Board meeting will provide an opportunity to discuss the draft HSTP 
and the WSDOT Consolidated Public Transportation Grant Program. RTC staff will seek 
recommendations from the TPCs and RTAC in October for the Board of Directors to 
approve a resolution adopting the final HSTP at its November 3, 2026, meeting. 
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