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KLICKITAT & SKAMANIA COUNTY TRANSPORTATION POLICY 
COMMITTEE 

The next Klickitat & Skamania County Transportation Policy Committee Meeting will be 
held on October 7, 2026, from 10:30 a.m. until noon. The meeting will be held via 
Zoom through the link provided below. Memos for agenda items are provided in 
this meeting package.  

Please join the meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/82102377845 

You can also dial in using your phone 
United States: +1 253 215 8782 

Meeting ID: 821 0237 7845 

A G E N D A 
Action Items 

I. June 3, 2026, TPC Meeting Minutes

II. 2027-2030 RTPO Transportation Improvement Program

III. 2026 Human Services Transportation Plan

Discussion/Information Items

IV. Mid-Columbia Active Transportation Needs Assessment*

V. Regional Transportation Plans Amendment*

VI. Updates on Transportation Projects*

Other Business

VII. Other Business*

A. Snowball 2026-2027 Event – November 4, 9:00 AM – 11:00 AM at Fort Dalles
Readiness Center

B. NEXT MEETING is December 2, 2026 (Zoom)

*Materials available at meeting



Klickitat & Skamania Transportation Policy Committee 
Meeting Summary 

June 3, 2026 

Klickitat & Skamania Transportation Policy Committee of the RTPO convened at 10:30 
a.m., meeting via Zoom. Those who were in attendance included:

Present: Laurie Lebowsky-Young, Adam Fiss, Jennifer Campos, Julia Cruz-Jones, 
Danae Austenfeld, Brian Nichols, Chris True, Krista Loney, Kathy Fitzpatrick, 
Maria Spencer, Sharon Carter, Tony Hegewald, Margie Ziegler, Marla Keethler 

Action Items 

February 4, 2026 TPC Meeting Minutes 

Motion made by Laurie Lebowsky-Young (WSDOT) and seconded by Brian Nichols 
(Skamania). February 4 meeting minutes approved by TPC without comment. 

Gorge SS4A – Comprehensive Safety Action Plan 

The Gorge Safety Action Plan is the culmination of the SS4A funded planning effort. 
Adam Fiss (RTC) provided an overview of the SS4A program requirements, emphasis 
areas, and outcomes. Kathy Fitzpatrick (MCEDD) noted importance of including state 
highway recognition.  Motion made by Laurie and seconded by Brian to recommend 
adoption of the Safety Action Plan by the RTC Board of Directors at their July meeting. 

Discussion/Information Items 

Safet Routes to School Toolkit 

The Safe Routes to School (SRS) Program provides education, resources, and funding 
to improve safety and mobility for children by enabling and encouraging them to walk, 
roll, and bicycle to school. Julia Cruz-Jones (RTC) provided an overview of the new 
toolkit available on the RTC website. Kathy noted the challenge she has faced 
accessing information in Oregon on the SRS Program, and glad that this resource is 
available.  

Human Services Transportation Plan – Community Engagement* 

Community outreach to begin in June. Effort will include physical and online survey, 
tabling events, and contact with major stakeholders. Adam walked TPC members 
through the draft survey to gather feedback. Sharon Carter (Klickitat) asked how the 
survey would be distributed and what the timeline is. Sharon recommended including 
QR code for folks to be able to scan and complete. Laurie checked to see if we were 
coordinating with Bill Baumann.  

https://rtc.wa.gov/studies/safe-routes-to-schools-srts-program/
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State Transportation Improvement Program* 

Adam noted that all federally funded or regionally significant projects must be entered 
into the STIP database by August 31st. This allows RTC time to review and provide 
feedback by the state October deadline. 

2026 Regional Grants - Transportation Alternative* 

Adam shared information on the 2026 call for projects for the competitive Transportation 
Alternatives grant program. Adam provided information on eligible applicants, estimated 
amount of funding available, and timeline. Time provided for TPC members to note 
whether they are preparing an application this cycle. Krista Loney (Bingen) noted that 
Bingen will not be submitting an application this cycle. Mayor Keethler (White Salmon) 
inquired about the funding limit and wondered if there was flexibility with the funds.  

Updates on Transportation Projects* 

• Krista Loney (Bingen): looking to slow traffic to 20 mph because of the small size
of the traffic circle. May want to pursue a traffic study. Bingen has completed
obligation paperwork with WSDOT of funds toward quiet zone discussion.

• Sharon Carter (Klickitat): Lyle connector route has now been running for two
months and ridership is up. Bus timing for connections is challenged by
construction projects. Trying to get the word out about travel delays.

• Danae Austenfeld (WSDOT): Crib wall project had one bid, moving forward with
night work in the next month. Three full SR-14 closures with detour routes.
Anticipated construction in mid-July. In Skamania Spirit Lake bridge construction
project is under construction, waiting for steel to arrive. In Klickitat on US97 the
Satus Creek Bridge there will be barrier replacement. Work paused but
anticipated to begin again. Bingen Roundabout project expected to last through
August at a minimum. Horseshoe Bend Road realignment. Working with Yakama
Nation on that design.

Other Business 

NEXT MEETING is August 5, 2026 (Zoom) 
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
MEMORANDUM 

TO: Klickitat and Skamania County Transportation Policy Committees 
FROM: Adam Fiss 
DATE: September 30, 2026 
SUBJECT: 2027-2030 RTPO Transportation Improvement Program 

REQUESTED ACTION 
At the October Transportation Policy Committee meeting, RTC staff will seek concurrence 
with the RTC Board of Director’s adoption the 2027-2030 RTPO Transportation 
Improvement Program.   

KEY POINTS ON 2027-2030 RTPO TIP RECORDS 
• RTC, as the designated Regional Transportation Planning Organization (RTPO),

is responsible for carrying out regional transportation planning for Clark, Klickitat,
and Skamania counties as outlined in RCW 47.80.

• RTC develops the Transportation Improvement Program in accordance with
federal laws and state procedures and in alignment with policies and procedures
set forth in the Transportation Programming Guidebook.

• The 2027-2030 Transportation Improvement Program becomes part of the State
Transportation Improvement Program (STIP), and projects can begin
implementation in January 2027. Projects must be listed in the STIP to receive
authorization for the use of federal transportation funds.

• A 30-day public comment period is currently open for the Draft 2027-2030
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and will conclude on October 6, 2026,
a day before the TPC meeting.

• The 2027-2030 Klickitat and Skamania County Transportation Improvement
Program is composed of regionally significant transportation projects to be
implemented in the next four years. All regionally significant and federally funded
transportation projects should be listed in the RTPO TIP, which, in turn, becomes
a part of the statewide STIP.

• The 2027-2030 Klickitat and Skamania County Transportation Improvement
Program includes 27 projects amounting to roughly $126 million within Skamania
and Klickitat counties.

• Please review the attached TIP Records to ensure that all regionally significant
projects are listed accurately. A mistake, even minor, could trigger a STIP
amendment that could delay a project by several months.

https://www.rtc.wa.gov/programs/tip/docs/ProgrammingGuidebook-20240402.pdf
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COMMITTEE DISCUSSION 
Once approved, RTC staff will submit projects for inclusion in the State Transportation 
Improvement Program (STIP). Projects can then begin to be implemented in January 
2027. 

ATTACHMENT 
• Draft 2027-2030 RTPO TIP
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
MEMORANDUM 

TO: Klickitat and Skamania County Transportation Policy Committees 
FROM: Adam Fiss 
DATE: September 30, 2026 
SUBJECT: 2026 Human Services Transportation Plan 

REQUESTED ACTION 
At the October Transportation Policy Committee meeting, RTC staff will seek 
recommendation that the RTC Board of Directors adopt 2026 Human Services 
Transportation Plan.   

KEY POINTS ON 2026 HSTP 
• RTC, as the designated Metropolitan Planning Organization, is responsible for

carrying out metropolitan transportation planning programs as outlined in 23 CFR
450.308, 23 CFR 420.111, 49 USC § 5303, 49 USC § 5305, and FTA Circular
8100.1C and as the Regional Transportation Planning Organization (RTPO) for
Clark, Klickitat, and Skamania counties is responsible for carrying out RTPO
planning programs as outlined in revised Codes of Washington (RCW) 47.80.030.

• Federal and state transportation regulations require the development of a regional
Coordinated Public Transit-Human Services Transportation Plan (CPT-HSTP, or
simply HSTP) every four years for Clark, Klickitat, and Skamania counties.

• The HSTP addresses the transportation needs of those with mobility challenges
and special transportation needs, including the elderly, the young, people with
disabilities, low-income populations, and rural residents unable to provide their
own transportation.

• Development of an HSTP is a condition for receiving funding through the
Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT) statewide competitive
Consolidated Public Transportation Grant program. Applicants for WSDOT’s grant
program are required to participate in the HSTP planning process with their local
Regional Transportation Planning Organization (RTPO).

• The plan development process has included data collection and analysis,
community engagement, and project prioritization. RTC staff continue to meet with
service providers and agencies, including the Clark County Commission on Aging
and the C-TRAN Citizen Advisory Committee.

• The 2026 HSTP provides a framework for coordinating transportation services and
identifying priorities for future funding. Transportation providers, nonprofits,
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resource agencies, and other community partners work with RTC to develop the 
plan and identify projects that address documented transportation needs.  

• The draft HSTP has been submitted to WSDOT and is now available online for
public review and comment through the end of September. The Draft HSTP
included in the meeting packet includes all addressed comments to date.

COMMITTEE DISCUSSION 
• Previous discussions with the RTC Regional Transportation Advisory Committee

(RTAC) on February 20, May 15, and August 21, 2026, and the Transportation
Policy Committees (TPCs) on February 4, April 1, June 3, and August 5, 2026,
provided opportunities to share information and gather feedback throughout plan
development. RTC staff also presented the project timeline and key deliverables
to the RTC Board of Directors on March 3, 2026.

NEXT STEPS 
• RTC staff seeks the endorsement of the Draft 2026 HSTP and recommendation

that the Board of Directors to approve a resolution adopting the final HSTP at its
November 3, 2026, meeting.

ATTACHMENT 
• Draft 2026 HSTP
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
 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Klickitat and Skamania County Transportation Policy Committees 
FROM: Adam Fiss 
DATE: September 30, 2026 
SUBJECT: Mid-Columbia Active Transportation Needs Assessment 

 
MCEDD is working with FHWA (Federal Highway Administration) and their contractor, 
DEA, on a regional active transportation needs assessment (including transit) that covers 
all five of MCEDD’s counties.   
Project staff joined TPC meets in December 2025 to present and answer questions. Staff 
will return to the October meeting to provide an update on the project. 
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
 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Klickitat and Skamania County Transportation Policy Committees 
FROM: Adam Fiss 
DATE: September 30, 2026 
SUBJECT: Regional Transportation Plan Amendment 

REQUESTED ACTION 
None. For information only.   

KEY POINTS ON RTP AMENDMENT 
• Under RCW 47.80, Regional Transportation Planning Organizations (RTPOs) are 

responsible for preparing, adopting, and maintaining a Regional Transportation 
Plan (RTP) that is consistent with state transportation policy and coordinated with 
local comprehensive plans developed under the Growth Management Act 
(Chapter 36.70A RCW). 

• On February 6, 2024, the RTC Board of Directors adopted the 2024 RTPs for Clark 
County, Skamania County, and Klickitat County, via Ordinance No. 02-24-03, 02-
24-04, and 02-24-05, respectively. Each RTP is uniquely developed through a 
coordinated process between local jurisdictions, transportation agencies, 
stakeholders, and the public.  

• RTPs are foundational documents for long-range transportation infrastructure, 
policy, and planning in the region. The plans identify future regional transportation 
system needs and outline transportation plans and improvements necessary to 
preserve mobility.  

• RTPs are updated every five years, with the next scheduled update anticipated in 
2029. Between comprehensive updates, amendments may be necessary to 
ensure the RTP continues to accurately reflect regional priorities and planned 
transportation investments. 

• RTP amendments are intended to address discrete changes that occur between 
full plan updates without requiring a comprehensive reevaluation of the entire 
transportation planning framework. Unlike a comprehensive update, an 
amendment does not substantially revise the RTP's overall vision, goals, planning 
assumptions, or long-range transportation strategy. 

• RTP update will include, at a minimum, statewide studies, SS4A Safety Action Plan 
projects, Regional Active Transportation Maps, State route Level of Stress, and 
regionally significant projects. At the August TPC meeting, RTC staff requested 
projects from local agencies to include in the amendment.    

https://rtc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/202402-06a-Res03-ClarkRTP.pdf
https://rtc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/202402-07a-Res04-KlickitatRTP.pdf
https://rtc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/202402-07a-Res04-KlickitatRTP.pdf
https://rtc.wa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/202402-08a-Res05-SkamaniaRTP.pdf
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COMMITTEE DISCUSSION 
The Klickitat County and Skamania County Transportation Policy Committees will support 
the RTP amendment process. RTC staff first presented on the amendment process at the 
August TPC meetings.  
Following the initial presentation at August TPC meetings, RTC staff sent an e-mail to all 
member agencies requesting that they submit any projects, plans, studies, or other 
transportation-related updates that they would like considered for inclusion in the RTP 
amendment by September 28. Two submissions were received.  

NEXT STEPS 
The RTP amendment will appear on the TPC agenda over the next four meetings. 
Schedule provided below:  
TPC Meeting Agenda 
December TPC Review Final Document 
February TPC Approve Final Document 

RTC staff is seeking TPC action at the February 3, 2027, meeting in advance of the   
March 2, 2027 Board meeting, where it will be considered alongside the Clark County 
RTP.  



 

 

The Bi-State Columbia Gorge Sno-Ball is being held at The Dalles Readiness Center on 
November 4th, 2026, from 9am to 11am. We will be discussing winter response practices 
in the Columbia River Gorge and taking the opportunity to bring everyone together to meet 
and great new and existing partners. Refreshments will be available.  

 

       Date:    LOCATION:     Time:   
Nov. 4th 2026     The Dalles Readiness Center          9:00am to 11am 
   402 E Scenic Dr. The Dalles, OR 97058  

 

DRIVING DIRECTIONS:  
1.From I84 take Exit 84 towards CityCenter/The Dalles  
2.Merge onto W. 2nd St. 
3.Turn Left onto W. 3rd St. 
4.Turn right onto Union St. 
5.Turn Left onto E 14th St. 
6.Turn Right onto Jefferson St. 
7.Continue onto Terrace Dr. 
8.Turn Right into 402 E. Scenic Dr. 
 

 

 

Please RSVP with our office by 10-19-2026 
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